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Excerpted from the original Sanskrit text using an edition published in
1827 Sakdabda in Calcutta in Bengali script by Paficanana Tarkaratna.
The context of this portion of the text is as follows. Lord Krsna has sent
His associates to Goloka towards the end of His manifest pastimes and
is also getting ready to leave this world.
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Translation
TEXT 4.129.46
lavanodah samagatya tustava purusottamam
ruroda tad-viyogena sasru-netras ca vihvalah

[The presiding deity of] the salt-water [ocean] arrived and
glorified Lord Purusottama. He became helpless while
feeling separation from Him and with tears in his eyes, he
cried.

TEXTS 4.129.47-48

ganga sarasvati padmavati ca yamuna tatha
godavari svarnarekha kaverr narmada mune
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saravati bahuda ca krtamala ca punyada
samayayds ca tah sarvah pranemuh paramesvaram

O sage, the pious Ganga, Sarasvati, Padmavati, Yamuna,
Godavari, Svarparekha, Kaveri, Narmada, Saravati,
Bahuda and Krtamala assembled and all of them offered
their obeisances unto the Supreme Lord.

TEXT 4.129.49
uvaca jahnavi devi rudati paramesvaram
sasru-netratiding sa viraha-jvara-katara

Agitated by the fever of the [impending] separation [from
the Lord], goddess Jahnavi was in great misery. She cried
while [shedding] tears from her eyes [and] spoke to the
Supreme Lord [as follows].

TEXT 4.129.50
bhagirathy uvaca

he natha ramana-srestha yasi golokam uttamam
asmakam ka gatir natha bhavisyati kalau yuge

Bhagirathi said: O Lord, O best of enjoyers, You will leave
for the supreme [abode] Goloka. O Lord, what will be our
fate in Kali-yuga?

TEXTS 4.129.51-52
sri-bhagavan uvaca

kaleh parfica sahasrani varsani tistha bhi-tale
papani papino yani tubhyam dasyanti snanatah
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man-mantropasaka-sparsad bhasmi-bhatani tat-ksanat
bhavisyanti darsandc ca snanad eva hi jahnavi

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: Jahnavi, stay
on the surface of the earth for five thousand years in Kali-
yuga. The sins that sinners give you by bathing [in you]
will be instantaneously burnt to ashes when those who
worship [Me] through My mantra touch, see and bathe
[in you].

TEXT 4.129.53
harer namani yatraiva puranani bhavanti hi
tatra gatva savadhanam abhih sardham ca srosyasi

You and these [other] rivers should go to the places
where the holy names of Lord Hari [and] the Puranas are
[recited] and attentively hear [them].

TEXT 4.129.54
purana-sravandc caiva harer namanukirtanat
bhasmi-bhatani papani bhavisyanti ksanena ca

By listening to the Puranas and by constant kirtana of Lord
Hari's holy names, [those] sins will be burnt to ashes in a
moment.

TEXT 4.129.55
yani kani ca papani brahma-hatyadikani ca
bhasmi-bhatani tany eva vaisnavalinganena ca

By embracing a Vaisnava, all kinds of sins such as those
due to the murder of a brahmana are burnt to ashes.
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TEXT 4.129.56
trnani Suska-kasthani dahanti pavake yatha
tathad hi vaisnavaldpe papani papinam api

Just as grass [and] dry wood burn out while in fire, the sins
of sinners also [burn out] while they [humbly] converse
with a Vaisnava.

TEXT 4.129.57
prthivyam yani tirthani punyany api ca jahnavi
mad-bhaktanam sariresu santi patesu santatam

Jahnavi, all the sacred and holy places on earth constantly
stay in the purified bodies of My devotees.

TEXT 4.129.58
mad-bhakta-pada-rajasa sadyah pata vasundhara
sadyah patani tirthani sadyah pitam jagat tatha

The earth is immediately purified by the dust from the
feet of My devotees. The holy places are immediately
purified [by them]. The universe is also immediately
purified [by them].

TEXT 4.129.59
man-mantropadsaka vipra ye mad-ucchistabhojinah
mam eva nityam dhydyante te mat-pranadhikah priyah

Vipras who worship Me through My mantra and eat My
remnants always meditate upon Me alone. They are more
dear to Me than My very life.
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TEXT 4.129.60
tad-upasparsa-matrena pate vayus ca pavakah
kaler dasa-sahasrani mad-bhaktah santi bhi-tale

Merely by touching them the wind and air become
purified. My devotees will be on the surface of the earth
for ten thousand [years] in Kali-yuga.

TEXT 4.129.61
eka-varna bhavisyanti mad-bhaktesu gatesu ca
mad-bhakta-stinya prthvi sa kali-grasta bhavisyati

After My devotees depart [from the world], there will
only be people of one varna. Devoid of My devotees, the
earth will be seized by Kali.
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Notes on EKA-VARNA

The original Sanskrit for “people of one varna” is eka-varpa. This
cannot refer to the Vaisnavas in this context because (1) the Vaisnavas
have already departed from this world, and (2) the same expression
eka-varna is used in the scriptures to refer to extremely sinful people
who take birth while Kali-yuga progresses. A few instances from the
scriptures are provided as a sample herewith.

MAHABHARATA

The Mahabharata, while talking about how Kali-yuga normally
proceeds, refers to eka-varnas as sinful $idras in a conversation
between $ri Markandeya Rsi and King Yudhisthira in Canto 3, Chapter
188 of Mahabharata.

Mahabharata 3.188.41 states:

brahmanah ksatriya vaisya na sisyanti janadhipa
eka-varnas tada loko bhavisyati yuga-ksaye

“There will be no brahmanas, ksatriyas and vaisyas left, O
king. At the time of destruction due to that yuga, the
people will be of only one varna.”

“Only one varna” in this context can only refer to $tdras, and from that
chapter in the Mahabharata, it is clear that these are actually sinful
$udras. There is no question of such eka-varnas being Vaisnavas,
because Vaisnavas by definition are sinless.

! The numbering is that of the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute’s
edition of Mahabharata.
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REVA-KHANDA OF SKANDA PURANA
The Reva-khanda of Skanda Purana (35.19-21) states:

kukarmani karisyanti dharmisthas tapasas tatha
kalau yuge tatha prapte kale kaula digambarah

eka-varnah prajah sarva raja mleccho bhavisyati
hine yuge tatha prapte bauddhasthe caiva kesave

alpayusas caiva martya alpa-virya-pargkramah
nana-desopadravas ca bhavisyanti maha-mune

“Religious people and ascetics will perform evil acts.
When Kali-yuga arrives, people from noble families will
become naked. The entire population will be of only one
varna. The king will become a mleccha. When the
degraded yuga arrives and Lord Kesava situates Himself
among the Buddhists, mortals will reduce in longevity and
their prowess and courage will reduce. O great saint,
there will be disturbances in many places.”?

This is also a conversation between $ri Markandeya and King
Yudhisthira, and a scrutiny of this chapter will show that these eka-
varnas have nothing to do with Vaisnava-dharma.

2 The text is taken from GRETIL (Géttingen Register of Electronic Texts in
Indian Languages) from http://gretil.sub.uni-goettingen.de/gretil.html.
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BHRGU-SAMHITA

This is the Vaikhanasa scripture Bhrgu-samhita, not its astrological
namesake. Chapter 37 of this Vaisnava scripture talks about the nature
of the four yugas. While talking about Kali-yuga, texts 37.48-49 note
that in Kali-yuga, the following will occur:

alpa-ksirds tatha gavah ksirat sarpir na jayate
eka-varna bhavisyanti varnas catvara eva ca

ndsti varnantaram tatra layam yasyanti manavah
santah sidanty asantas ca vilasanti samantatah

“Cows will give very little milk. Clarified butter would not
come out of milk. The four varnas will be of only one
varna. There will be no other varna at [and] mankind will
merge into that. Saints will be dejected and the non-
saintly will rejoice all over.”

If the four varnas merge into a varna-less community of pure
Vaisnavas, there is no reason for the saints to be dejected or for the
non-saintly to rejoice over. Therefore, “of only one varna” here can
only refer to a sinful population, which by definition cannot be
Vaisnavas.
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VISVAKSENA-SAMHITA
This is a Pafcaratrika scripture. We find the following two verses
(Chapter 39, texts 307 and 308) related to the topic under discussion:

candalatvam gate loke vedah sarve tirohitah
tirohitesu vedesu yajiiadi-kratavas tatha

eka-varnam jagat sarvam vastu niscestakam bhavet
jati-sankara-dosena dvijanam maranam bhavet

“When the people become candalas, all the Vedas will
disappear. When the Vedas disappear, the various types
of fire sacrifices will also [disappear]. The entire world will
become of only one varna. Everything will become inert.
By the defect of the admixture of the varnas, the twice-
born will die.”?

“When the people become candalas, all the Vedas will disappear”
indicate that the eka-varnas will be sinful people with no connection
to Vedic dharma, which further indicates that they won’t be Vaisnavas
at all because every activity of the Vaisnava community is based on the
Vedas.” Also, contrast “the twice-born will die” here with Brahma-
vaivarta Purana 4.129.59.

3 The edition of Visvaksena-sarnhita used was published by Kendriya Sanskrit
Vidyapeetha, Tirupati in 1972.

4 Sruti-smrti-puranadi-paficardtra-vidhim vina / aikantiki harer bhaktir
utpatayaiva kalpate.
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