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TEXT 38

prapitsur mantra-niratam  prajiiam hita-param sucim
prasantam niyatam vrttau  bhajed dvija-varam gurum

prapitsus—one who wishes to surrender; mantra-niratam—engaged in chanting the mantra; prajiam—
spiritually wise; hita-param—benevolent; sucim—pure; prasantam—peaceful; niyatam—committed; vyttau—
in his occupational duties and spiritual life; bhajet—one should worship; dvija-varam—the best of the twice-
born; gurum—a spiritual master.

Thus, one who is desirous of surrendering with faith should take shelter of a guru who is always engaged
in chanting the mantra and is a knower of bhakti-siddhanta (prajiiam), is always engaged, without any
desire for personal benefit, in showering mercy on fallen souls (hita-param), who is always pure in heart
or free of sins, peaceful, and always committed to his prescribed duties (ordained by his guru or by
varpasrama). Such a guru should be the best of the twice-born (dvija-varam meaning brahmana).

TEXT 39

sapta-pirusa-vijiieye  santataikanti-nirmale
kule jato gunair yukto  vipro sresthatamo guru/

sapta-purusa-vijiieye—in which seven generations of ancestors are known; santata-ekanti-nirmale—in a
lineage of sinless devotees extending through generations; kule—in a family; jatah—born; guraifi—with
virtues; yuktasz—endowed; viprah—a learned brahmana; sresthatamah—Dbest of all; gurus—the spiritual
master.

The best guru of all is a learned brahmana endowed with good qualities who has taken birth in a sinless
lineage of devotee ancestors, traceable up to seven generations.

TEXT 40

svayar va bhakti-sampanno  jiana-vairagya-bhisitah
sva-karma-nirato nityam  arhaty dcaryatam avijah

svayam—himself; va—or; bhakti-sampannasz—endowed with loving devotion to the Lord; jiana-vairagya-
bhiusitah—ornamented with spiritual knowledge and renunciation; sva-karma-niratas—engaged in his
prescribed duties; nityam—always; arhati—is suitable; acaryatam—for the position of an acarya; dvijah—a
twice-born brahmana.

Even if a twice-born brahmana (dvija) happens to have some non-devotees in his family line, or has not
been fortunate to take birth in a renowned family of devotees, he nevertheless always deserves to be an
acarya if he is endowed with all good qualities like knowledge and renunciation, is engaged in his
prescribed duties (sva-karma), and is steeped in loving devotion to the Lord.
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TEXT 41

nacaryah kula-jato 'pi  jiana-bhakty-adi-varjitah
na ca hina-vayo-jatih  prakrstanam anapadi

na—~not; acaryah—an dacarya; kula-jatah—born in an exceptional family; api—even if; jiana-bhakti-adi-
varjitap—devoid of spiritual knowledge, loving devotion to the Lord, and other virtues; na—not; ca—and;
hina-vayah-jatih—anyone born in a family of lower status, or anyone of younger age; prakrstanam—of those
who are senior by birth or age, or spiritually more advanced; anapadi—in situations where no emergency is
called for.

On the other hand, one cannot become an acarya even if one is born in a great family line (as mentioned
before) but is devoid of jiiana, bhakti, good qualities, etc. Also, unless there is an emergency, an acarya
from a lower birth or age should not initiate a person from a higher birth or age.

TEXT 42

na jatu mantra-da nart - na Sidro nantarodbhavah
nabhisasto na patitah  kama-kamo ‘py akaminah

na—~not; jatu—ever; mantra-da—the giver of the mantra; nari—a woman; na—not; sidrah—a sidra; na—
not; antara-udbhavaz—born outside of varnasrama; na—mnot; abhisastah—accused of sin; na—not; patitas—
fallen in terms of spiritual practice or behavior; kama-kamah—swayed by lust; api—even; akaminah—of
anyone who is unaffected by material attachment.

Even then, a woman, a sidra and an antyaja can never act as an initiating guru, nor can anyone who is
accused of a great sin or is fallen. And an aspiring disciple who is already accomplished in detachment
(akami) should never accept a guru who is infected with material desires.

TEXT 43

striyah sudradayas caiva  bodhayeyur hitahitam
yatharham mananiyas ca  narhanty dcaryatam kvacit

striyah—women; sudra-adayah—sidras and so on; ca—and; eva—certainly; bodhayeyus—they can instruct
or enlighten; hita-ahitam—on the general understanding of what is beneficial and what not; yatha—as much
as; arham—they deserve; mananiyah—to be respected; ca—as well; na—mnot; arhanti—they deserve;
acaryatam—the position of an acarya; kvacit—ever.

Women, sidras, etc., can give ethical and moral instructions and are also worthy of respect as per their
qualifications and conditions but are not entitled to get the position of acarya.

TEXT 44

kim apy atrabhijayante  yoginah sarva-yonisu
pratyaksitatma-nathanam  naisam cintyam kuladikam

kim—what; api—if; atra—here; abhijayante—they are born; yoginak—jyogis; sarva-yonisu—in all possible
situations in terms of birth; pratyaksita-arma-nathanam—of those who have seen their worshipable Lord in
loving devotion, due to their perfection in self-realization; na—not; esam—of them; cintyam—is to be
considered; kula-adikam—their family situation and so on.

But, because perfect yogis (or nitya-siddha devotees) who are on the stage of yoga-pratyaksa (i.e. are self-
realized — seeing God face-to-face), pratyaksitarma-nathas, may take birth in any family tradition, in such
cases no consideration of kula, gender, etc. as mentioned earlier applies (they can become acaryas).
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